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Annex to AT and DE comments on 3C/1494/CDV and IEC/DIS 80416-1 Ed.2 
 
Suggested wording in symbol descriptions 
 
The following gives examples on how a description could be worded, based on recent practice in IEC 
60417.  
 
The examples are based on the assumption that there is a symbol with the title “Brake” or similar.  
 
It is also assumed that the intended user has sufficient knowledge on what a brake is and that an 
explanation of brakes and braking actions is not necessary, i.e. the examples are of minimum length. In 
practice most often that is not the case and more explanation will be necessary about: 

• what happens when a control is operated,  
• what message an indication is intended to convey, or 
• under what circumstances a symbol can be used or must not be used 

 
Disclaimer: these are just invented examples and do not represent any reality. 
 

If the symbol identifies an item (only!) To identify a brake. 

The most typical case: the symbol is used on 
a control, as an indicator, or both. In all 
cases the symbol meaning is the same. 

To identify the control or the indicator to 
activate the brake. (verb form), 

or  

To identify the control or the indicator        
to brake a movement. (verb form, other), 

or 

To identify the control or the indicator for 
the brake. (noun form) 

or 

To identify the control or the indicator for 
braking a movement. (also acceptable) 

Indication (telltale) only: To indicate that the brake can be used. 

Two different meanings in identification and 
indication: 

To identify the brake, or to indicate a 
brake malfunction. 

Two different meanings in control and 
indication: 

To identify the control for the emergency 
brake or to indicate that the emergency 
brake can now be operated (is ready for 
use). 

Three different meanings:  To identify the main brake cylinder, to 
identify the control for activating the 
brake, or to indicate a brake malfunction. 

Similar, but the malfunction aspect is actually 
indicated by a yellow flashing symbol (not so 
much to be associated with the symbol itself 
but with the aspect of how it is used): 

To identify the main brake cylinder, or to 
identify the control or the indicator for the 
brake. 
Note – If used flashing and/or in combination with 
yellow colour or on a yellow background, the 
symbol indicates a brake system malfunction. 

Operating mode: To identify the control or the indicator for 
the operating mode in which the brakes 
are continuously activated and adjusted 
for a constant effect. 
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If the symbol can be used in many different 
aspects without any restriction. To be a little 
more explanatory, examples can be added 
as shown.  

To indicate a reference to a brake, for 
example identification, operation, 
connection.  

If the symbol is of general use, but comes 
from a certain application area (and that 
information is wanted to be given, e.g. 
because this helps explaining the use): 

To identify the control or the indicator for 
the brake, for example on a road vehicle. 

If the symbol has a different meaning in a 
certain application area: 

To identify the control or the indicator for 
the brake. 
On a train, to identify the emergency 
brake handle or to indicate that it has 
been used. 

If the symbol has different meanings in 
several application areas: 

To identify the control or the indicator for 
the brake. 
On an aircraft, to identify the park brake 
lever or to indicate that the park brake 
may now be used. 
On a balloon, to identify the ultimate 
brake flap that, when activated, will 
immediately bring the balloon back to the 
ground.  

Examples for notes: Note 1 - See also symbol NNNN. 

Note 2 - See also symbols NNNN, NNNN and 
NNNN. 

Note 3 - The meaning of this graphical symbol 
depends upon its orientation. 

Note 4 - To represent a movement in one direction 
only, omit the other arrow. 

Note 5 - To represent a rotation in one direction 
only, omit the other arrow. 

Note 6 - In case of application in a warning sign the 
rules according to ISO 3864 shall be adhered to. 

Note 7 – See also safety sign ISO 7010-M007 
“Emergency brake”. 

Note 8 - This symbol should be used in the 
orientation shown. 

If the symbol graphics could be adapted based on the 
actual equipment it is used on: 

Note 9 – The symbol is shown with two brake 
cylinders. 

Note 10 - This symbol may be mirrored for “brake, 
left-handed”. 

Note 11 – Alternative graphical representation is 
shown in ISO 7000-0239. 

 
Also: preferably use the definite article instead of the indefinite (the brake instead of a brake). Preferably 
use the singular (brake instead of brakes, even if a car normally has four). 
 




